2005 Grant for Innovation in Asthma Care

AHIP is pleased to sponsor the 2005 Grant for Innovation in Asthma Care, supported through a cooperative agreement with the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA).  This grant supports one member health insurance plan in its commitment to provide an asthma program that integrates the management of environmental risk factors into asthma care management programs.  This year Neighborhood Health Plan, Boston, Massachusetts was awarded the $30,000 grant to implement their Asthma In-Home Environmental Program to address environmental risk factors in asthma care.  

Neighborhood Health Plan’s program is designed for pediatric members with confirmed allergies to indoor allergens and symptomatic asthma.  Using evidence-based medicine, key elements from two successful in-home environmental asthma intervention research projects will be used in this program: multiple in-home visits, during which trained providers will deliver asthma education, conduct an environmental assessment, provide and demonstrate environmental intervention equipment: and develop a written care plan.  The program will include a health plan social care manager (SCM) for psychosocial issues and community resources, including NHP’s smoking cessation program and pest remediation.

NHP’s, Asthma In-Home Environmental program goals are to: (1) reduce asthma-related exacerbations and decrease unscheduled asthma-related health care utilization; (2) provide family satisfaction with the plan by initiating an innovative asthma program and; (3) increase provider awareness of the role of the environment in exacerbating asthma while informing enrollees and providers on ways to control environmental triggers in the home. This program draws elements from two national studies and translates these proven interventions into practice.

More information about AHIP’s Grant for Innovation in Asthma Care is available at: www.ahip.org 
